Date: 29.01.2026
Dear Parent/Guardian,

About the Performance
We are writing to share key information regarding the upcoming Senior Acting showcase performance, Under the Mask. This two-part event brings together an extended period of creative and practical work and reflects the ambition, commitment, and maturity of the Senior Acting students. The performance presents original, student-devised work across two contrasting theatrical forms. Act 1 explores Realism, while Act 2 engages with Artaud’s Theatre of Cruelty, offering a heightened and confrontational theatrical experience. Some scenes may be distressing for audiences and include high sensory elements such as loud sounds, flashing lights, and challenging themes. 

Performance Details
· Venue: Act 1: NAPA Theatre - Act 2: NAPA Studios (Upstairs)
· Performance Date: Sunday 29 March 2026
· Performance Start Time: 7.30 pm
· Student Call Time: 6.30 pm
· Expected Finish Time: Approximately 9.00 pm, as the performance runs for around 1 hour and 30 minutes

Tech and Dress Rehearsal
· Date: Friday 27 March 2026
· Start Time: 6.00 pm
This rehearsal is a combined technical and dress run in the theatre and is a vital part of the process. Please note that this may be a late finish, and that a £5.00 dress rehearsal charge will be added to their account. We ask that parents and carers prepare accordingly for collection. 

Additional Rehearsal
An additional rehearsal outside of the usual timetable has been scheduled to bring all groups together as a full cast. This rehearsal will take place on Sunday, 15 March from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. The session will allow the full performance to be run in order across both acts and performance spaces and will support students in understanding the complete structure of the piece. A £5.00 rehearsal fee will be added to student accounts for this half-day session.

P.T.O

Attendance and Professional Expectations
From this point onwards, attendance at all remaining classes is essential. This is important for students’ development, for health and safety reasons, and to allow the group to rehearse coherently. Absences have a direct impact on other members of the ensemble. Students are expected to maintain a high level of professionalism throughout rehearsal and performance week. They are representing NAPA, and we expect focus, responsibility, and respect for staff, peers, and performance spaces at all times.

Costume and Practical Information
As this is a showcase, students are asked to source their own costumes for the event. Further guidance will be given in rehearsal where needed. Students should bring a change of clothes and are responsible for looking after their own belongings. Students should bring a packed lunch and a water bottle. Nut-free snacks and drinks are available to purchase from the café. As this will be a busy and demanding weekend, we recommend that students are well rested and remain hydrated throughout.

Tickets and Access
Tickets will go on sale on Monday, 2 February at 12.00 pm. They can be purchased online at www.napatickets.co.uk , by phone on 01482 310690, or in person from the NAPA reception. Access Note: Act 2 takes place in the upstairs studios. Audience members with mobility issues are kindly asked to contact us in advance so that we can ensure appropriate access arrangements are in place. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We very much hope you enjoy Under the Mask and the work the students have created.
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Kind regards,


Ben Mcdonald
Acting Tutor

ben.macdonald@northernacademy.org.uk
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