Date: 29.01.2026

Dear Parent/Carer,

About the Performance
We are writing to share key information regarding the upcoming Junior Acting production, The Circus of Calamities. This lively and energetic showcase brings together a sustained period of rehearsal and creative development, reflecting the enthusiasm and growing confidence of our Junior Acting students. The Circus of Calamities is a fast-paced, family-friendly piece built around exaggerated comedy and playful theatrical chaos. The students have been working hard to develop a strong ensemble style, and the production offers a joyful introduction to performance skills.


Performance Details
This production features two separate casts, with each student performing in only one performance, depending on their usual class attendance.

· Venue: NAPA Theatre
· Performance Dates: 
· Cast 1: Students who attend Wednesday or Thursday Junior Acting classes, 
Saturday 7 March 2026
· Cast 2: Students who attend Saturday Junior Acting classes, 
Sunday 8 March 2026
· Performance Start Time: 3.00 pm
· Student Call Time: 2.00 pm
· Expected Finish Time: Approximately 4.30 pm, as the performance runs for around 1 hour and 30 minutes


Tech and Dress Rehearsal

· Date: Friday 6 March 2026
· Start Time: 6.00 pm

This rehearsal is essential, as it allows students to practise the full show with lighting, sound, costumes, and transitions. Please note that this may be a late finish, and that a £5.00 dress rehearsal charge will be added to their account. Parents and carers should prepare accordingly for collection.
 

Additional Rehearsal
n additional rehearsal outside of the usual timetable has been scheduled to support this production and to allow students to rehearse with the full cast. This rehearsal will take place on Sunday, 1 March, with Cast 1 rehearsing from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm and Cast 2 rehearsing from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm. This session will help students become familiar with the complete structure of the show and build confidence and cohesion across the cast. A £5.00 rehearsal fee will be added to student accounts for this half-day session.





Attendance and Expectations
From this point onwards, attendance at all remaining classes is essential, and students are expected to have their lines learnt so that rehearsal time can be used effectively. Regular attendance supports students’ confidence, safety, and group cohesion, and absences or incomplete line learning can have a direct impact on other members of the cast. We also ask that students maintain positive behaviour and focus throughout rehearsal and performance week. They are representing NAPA, and we expect them to treat staff, peers, and the performance space with care and respect at all times.



Costume and Practical Information
For this production, we kindly ask for your support in helping students source simple, practical costumes, with further guidance given in rehearsal. Please also ensure students arrive with a packed lunch, a water bottle, and plenty of energy. Nut-free snacks and drinks are available to purchase from the café. As this will be a busy and exciting weekend, we recommend that students are well-rested and hydrated. If your child has been asked to provide any specific personal items or base layers, please ensure these are brought to rehearsal in a clearly labelled bag by the requested date. 



Tickets
Tickets will go on sale on Monday, 2 February at 12.00 pm. They can be purchased online at www.napatickets.co.uk , by phone on 01482 310690, or in person from the NAPA reception. Thank you for your continued support of our Junior Acting students. We hope you enjoy The Circus of Calamities and the fantastic work the children have created.
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Kind regards, 
Ben McDonald
Acting Tutor
ben.mcdonald@northernacademy.org.uk
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