Date: 03.05.26

Dear Parent/Carer,

About the Production

We are pleased to be working towards our upcoming Senior Acting production of The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman. This visually imaginative and atmospheric piece explores memory, fear, and the blurred boundary between childhood and adulthood. The production places a strong emphasis on ensemble storytelling, physical theatre, and creative collaboration, with students engaging both the technical and imaginative demands of the work as they continue to develop focus, discipline, and a strong sense of collective responsibility. 

Additional Rehearsals

To support the development of the production, we have scheduled two additional full-day rehearsals outside of the usual timetable:

· Sunday 10 May, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
· Sunday 7 June, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm

These rehearsals are essential in allowing us to consolidate ensemble work, develop key sequences, and ensure the production is fully prepared. A charge of £10.00 per rehearsal will be added to student accounts.

Attendance and Expectations

At this stage in the process, attendance at all rehearsals is essential. Students are already demonstrating a high level of commitment, focus, and professionalism in rehearsals, which is excellent to see. It is important that this continues as we move forward, maintaining the same level of energy, discipline, and respect for the process and for one another.

Students should also continue securing their lines independently so that rehearsal time can be used as effectively as possible to refine performance and staging.

We appreciate your continued support in helping students meet the demands of this production. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. You can email me at ben.mcdonald@northernacademy.org.uk. 

Best wishes,
Ben[image: A white background with black dots
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